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2014 Forest of Reading, White Pine Award â€• Winner, Nonfiction The true story of how a young

QuÃ©bÃ©cois nun ended up a prisoner of war in Buchenwald and how her daughter discovered her

secrets. In this true story, Armande Martel, a young nun from Quebec, is arrested by the Germans

in 1940 during a stay at her religious orderâ€™s mother house in Brittany. She spends the war years

in a German concentration camp. After her return to Canada, she leaves the Church, finds the love

of her life in Montreal, and adopts Lise Dion.  Growing up, Lise is familiar with only a few facts of her

motherâ€™s past. Itâ€™s when she clears her motherâ€™s small apartment after her death that Lise

Dion discovers the key to the blue trunk, which was always locked. This key unlocks the mystery of

Armandeâ€™s early life, and Lise decides to write The Secret of the Blue Trunk.
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Story Description:Dundurn|February 16, 2013|Trade Paperback|ISBN: 978-1459704510In this true

story, Armande Martel, a young nun from Quebec, is arrested by the Germans in 1940 during a stay

at her religious order's mother house in Brittany. She spends the war years in a German

concentration camp. After her return to Canada, she leaves the Church, finds the love of her life in

Montreal, and adopts, Lise Dion.Growing up, Lise is familiar with only a few facts of her mother's

past. It's when she clears her mother's small apartment after her death that Lise Dion discovers the

key to the blue trunk, which was always locked. This key unlocks the mystery of Armande's early

life, and Lise decides to write The Secret of the Blue Trunk.My Review:Lise Dion had been trying to

phone her mother, Armande for two days but didn't get an answer. Worried, she phoned the



superintendent of her building and asked him if he would mind going to her apartment and checking

on her. The superintendent was more than happy to do that for her and said he'd call her back in

fifteen minutes.Half an hour later, Lise still hadn't heard back from him and she was worried sick

that something was very wrong. Finally, after forty minutes he called her back and told her to come

to her mother's apartment right away. He wouldn't tell her over the phone why.When, Lise drove up

in front of her mother's apartment building she saw police and paramedics. She found out her

mother had been dead for two days. She had died from a pulmonary embolism and had lost

consciousness immediately so hadn't suffered which was a relief for, Lise.
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